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With a time lag between student choice of

majors and later job quests, high schools and
colleges cannot address short-term supply
and demand shifts for particular professions.
Such shortages can be erased only by raising
wages to attract those with needed skills
who are now working in other fields—or by
importing low-paid workers.

For the longer term, rising wages can
guide counselors to encourage well-prepared
students to major in computer science and
engineering, and colleges will adjust to ris-
ing demand. But more H–1B immigrants can
have a perverse effect, as their lower pay sig-
nals young people to avoid this field in fu-
ture, keeping the domestic supply artifi-
cially low.
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IN HONOR OF THE CRUSIN’ HALL
OF FAME INDUCTEES AT THE
ROUTE 66 RENDEZVOUS

HON. JOE BACA
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 12, 2000
Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, the City of San

Bernardino will be hosting its 11th Annual
Route 66 Rendezvous event downtown this
month. The event is expected to draw over
500,000 classic car fans to the downtown, with
2,448 prime classic cars at the event (the
number of miles of the Route 66 highway). I
would like to salute the event’s inductees into
the Crusin’ Hall of Fame, an impressive and
truly remarkable collection of honorees this
year:

∑ Mattel, in honor of the significant impact
the company has made in the American Auto-
motive culture with the development of the
miniature vehicles ‘‘Hot Wheels.’’

Mattel is known as a leader in the world of
toy design, manufacturing, and marketing.
Mattel introduced ‘‘Hot Wheels’’ miniature ve-
hicles in 1968. The three-inch long cars and
trucks reached out and captured children’s
imaginations. Mattel celebrated the 30th anni-
versary of ‘‘Hot Wheels’’ in 1998, and reached
a milestone when they produced the two bil-
lionth Hot Wheel car, making Mattel the pro-
ducer of more vehicles than Detroit’s big three
auto makers combined.

∑ The Beach Boys, a popular sixties and
seventies band that popularized surfing and
cruising music, in honor of the significant part
their music plays in the American automotive
culture.

From Hawthorne, California, the three
Beach Boy brothers—Brian, Dennis and Carl
Wilson, plus cousin Mike Love and friend Al
Jardine had some of the most intricate, beau-
tiful harmonies heard from a pop band. Their
music is still popular and can be heard on
countless radio stations and car cruises
around the nation.

∑ The J.C. Agajanian Family, a family with
over fifty years in motorsports racing, in honor
of their many significant contributions in the
promotion, participation, and involvement in
the American automotive culture.

J.C. Agajanian, one of the most influential
men in American motorsports history, is
known for his involvement and many achieve-
ments in the motorsports world. In 1998, the
Agajanians marked their 50th Golden Anniver-
sary of promoting, participating, and involve-
ment with the famed Indianapolis 500.

∑ The Woody, the hand-built ‘‘sport utility
vehicle’’ of its day, in honor of the significant

role this unique automobile played in the
American Automotive culture.

Since the sixties, these wagons have been
popular collector’s items. They are in such de-
mand that old cars with splinters instead of
wood are being lovingly restored and shown
off at car shows and cruises throughout the
United States.
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DOGS IN SERVICE TO MANKIND

HON. NITA M. LOWEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 12, 2000

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
commend the American Kennel Club’s cele-
bration of ‘‘Dogs in Service to Mankind.’’ The
American Kennel Club, established in 1884, is
the world’s largest purebred dog registry and
the nation’s leading not-for-profit organization
devoted to the support of purebred dogs, re-
sponsible pet ownership and canine health.

As well as providing invaluable and bene-
ficial companionship to millions of Americans,
purebred dogs have provided service to man-
kind for generations and in a myriad of ways.
Only a few examples are the dogs who ac-
companied our servicemen in every war; who
rescue Americans every year from fire, entrap-
ment and drowning; and whose powers of
scent enable them to locate lost children, dan-
gerous chemicals and illegal materials.

Dogs give vital assistance to the handi-
capped, ill and elderly, and these amazing
creatures can even warn a person that a heart
attack or epileptic seizure is about to occur.
Many Americans have benefitted from the
companionship and unconditional love that
service dogs provide.

So today, I join the American Kennel Club
in its recognition of dogs’ extraordinary capa-
bilities. I am delighted to Join in honoring
these wonderful animals whose service to hu-
mankind deserves our utmost appreciation.
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HONORING HO’OIPO DECAMBRA,
2000 ROBERT WOOD JOHNSON
COMMUNITY HEALTH LEADER

HON. PATSY T. MINK
OF HAWAII

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 12, 2000

Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to acknowledge the tremendous con-
tributions of Ho’oipo DeCambra, Executive Di-
rector of Ho’omau Ke Ola, for her work to im-
prove the health and well-being of her rural
community in Wai’anae, Hawaii. Ho’oipo’s in-
spired leadership and innovative programs led
to her being named a 2000 Robert Wood
Johnson Community Health Leader.

Only ten people nationwide receive this
prestigious award each year. The Robert
Wood Johnson Community Health Leader
award, the nation’s highest honor for commu-
nity health leadership, includes an $100,000
cash award—$95,000 goes to enhance the
awardee’s community health program and
$5,000 is a personal award.

Ho’oipo DeCambra has developed and im-
plemented successful substance abuse treat-
ment programs and a women’s cancer project

utilizing traditional Hawaiian values and heal-
ing practices to reach out to the Native Hawai-
ian community, which suffers from a high inci-
dence of substance abuse and cancer. A long-
time social justice advocate, Ho’oipo became
involved in local health care after seeing the
effects that disease and drug addiction have
had on the people of her own community.

Troubled by the number of Hawaiian women
with breast cancer, DeCambra pioneered the
Women’s Cancer Research Project, now
called the Women’s Health Network. The pro-
gram teaches women and their families about
breast and cervical cancers through ‘‘kokua’’
or help groups. The original study employed
Hawaiian women with breast cancer in data
collection and analysis.

Ho’oipo DeCambra has since turned her tal-
ents and energy to helping people who suffer
from drug addiction. She directs a substance
abuse treatment program, Ho’omau Ke Ola,
that uses traditional Native Hawaiian healing
methods in concert with the very latest clinical
practices to treat the largely Hawaiian popu-
lation of the Wai’anae coast of the island of
O’ahu. Ho’omau Ke Ola also provides transi-
tional shelter and distributes food to residents
in the community.

Ho’oipo DeCambra previously served as
chair of the board of the Wai’anae Coast
Comprehensive Health Center. She is a
founding board member of Ke Ola O Hawai’i,
an academic community partnership organiza-
tion. She also sits on the board of the Hawai’i
Health Foundation, which promotes a tradi-
tional Native Hawaiian diet, and serves on an
ad hoc committee of the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services’ Office of Wom-
en’s Health, Minority Women’s Health Panel of
Experts. Ho’oipo is also a published poet.

I am pleased to have this opportunity to
congratulate Ho’oipo and to thank her for de-
voting her considerable talents and boundless
aloha to improving the lives of the people in
her community and throughout the state.
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ST. THOMAS SYNAGOGUE—A
NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK

HON. DONNA MC CHRISTENSEN
OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 12, 2000

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
pay tribute to the St. Thomas Synagogue, for-
mally, the Synagogue of Beracha Veshalom
Vegemiluth Hasidim, or in English, ‘‘the Syna-
gogue of Blessing and Peace and Acts of
Piety,’’ located on Synagogue Hill overlooking
Charlotte Amalie Harbor in the Federal His-
toric District of Charlotte Amalie, the capital of
the United States Virgin Islands.

Today, September 12, 2000, marks the
167th Anniversary of the consecration of the
St. Thomas Synagogue. This synagogue, a
well-preserved structure, built 167 years ago
today in 1833, is indeed rich in history, culture
and architecture. It is the second oldest syna-
gogue in the Western Hemisphere and the
oldest in continuous use under the American
flag.

For many Virgin Islanders, the St. Thomas
Synagogue is a reminder of tolerance and
equality, as well as of European expansion
into the new world during the Spanish Inquisi-
tion of 1492. Practicing Jews were expelled
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from Spain during that period. As a result of
this exodus, many Jewish families established
themselves in the then Danish West Indies
which are now the U.S. Virgin Islands. Some
of the surnames which date back to that time
are still present in the Virgin Islands today
such as: Maduro, Castro, Sasso, Levin, Bornn,
and Monsanto.

The St. Thomas Synagogue is also revered
as among one of the most architecturally inter-
esting buildings on St. Thomas. This one
story, three-bay front building measures forty
feet by fifty feet, is rectangular in shape. Its
foundations, made of masonry with lime mor-
tar and plaster, and its walls, made of brick
and cut stone load-bearing masonry walls with
lime mortar and plaster, are still strong and
sound. Its interior is emaculate with preserved
artifacts and furniture centuries old. The most
fascinating aspect is its flooring—13″ marble
tiles and covered with one inch of loose sand,
a poignant reminder of the time when they
had to worship in secret. The sand on the
floor is a remnant of the days of the Marranos,
Jews during the Spanish Inquisition who were
forced to convert to Christianity but who se-
cretly practiced their Judaism. Since practicing
their faith was punishable by death, they met
in cellars with sand covering the floor in order
to muffle the sounds of their prayers.

On Friday, September 15, 2000, the United
States Department of Interior will honor the
U.S. Virgin Islands and the Hebrew Congrega-
tion of St. Thomas at a ceremony formally
designating the St. Thomas Synagogue as a
National Historic Landmark.

On behalf of the Congress of the United
States of America, I congratulate the Hebrew
Congregation of St. Thomas on attaining this
honor and salute them for their dedicated
service and contributions to the United States
Virgin Islands.
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TRIBUTE TO BRIAN M.
O’LAUGHLIN

HON. DENNIS MOORE
OF KANSAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 12, 2000

Mr. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a noteworthy resident of the
Third Congressional District of Kansas, Brian
M. O’Laughlin, who lives in Prairie Village,
Kansas, with his wife, Mimi, and their four
sons.

Mr. O’Laughlin recently was named ‘‘Man of
the Year’’ by the Missouri Association of Insur-
ance and Financial Advisors for his service
and leadership to his industry, community and
clientele. He has been in the insurance and fi-
nancial services industry in the Kansas City
area for the past 17 years, where his practice
specializes in insurance.

Mr. O’Laughlin is a past president of the
Kansas City Life Underwriters Association
[KCLUA] and currently serves on its board.
KCLUA awarded him its highest honor in Jan-
uary 1999, as the ‘‘Herbert Hedges Man of the
Year.’’ He also has served his community as
president of the Rockhurst High School Alumni
Association and as the assistant coach and
general manager of the Junior Blues High
School Rugby Club. He was awarded the
American Red Cross ‘‘Certification of Recogni-
tion for Extraordinary Personal Action’’ in July

1977 for resuscitating a two year old boy in a
1976 swimming pool accident.

Mr. O’Laughlin is: a charter member of the
Serra Club of Johnson County, Kansas; past
school board member of St. Ann’s School and
former PTA co-president, with Mimi
O’Laughlin. He currently serves on the finance
council for St. Ann’s Catholic Church in Prairie
Village, Kansas. He has been involved with or-
ganizations such as: the Leukemia Society;
the Chamber of Commerce of Greater Kansas
City; the Salvation Army, the Heart Associa-
tion; Friends of the Arts and Friends of the
Zoo; and the ‘‘Leave a Legacy’’ Foundation.

Finally, Brian O’Laughlin has coached over
twenty five seasons of soccer, basketball and
rugby. He also is a certified ‘‘International
Doping Control Officer’’ for various inter-
national sports organizations and tests world
class athletes for steroid use to ensure fair
competition and the safety of the athletes.

Mr. Speaker, Brian O’Laughlin is the kind of
concerned citizen whose selfless dedication to
others binds our communities together. I com-
mend him on his recognition as ‘‘Man of the
Year’’ by the Missouri Association of Insur-
ance and Financial Advisors and I am pleased
to have this opportunity to publicly commend
his good works before the House of Rep-
resentatives.
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HONORING SISTER CATHERINE
MORAN

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 12, 2000

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained in New York and missed the
opening ceremonies of today’s session. Ac-
cordingly, I deeply regret not being here in
person to greet Sister Catherine Moran, who
delivered the opening prayer earlier this after-
noon.

In recent years, while there have been other
clergy women who have had the honor of
leading this body in its opening prayer, I un-
derstand, however, that Sister Catherine
Moran is the first person who has never been
ordained to be afforded this honor. Truly, this
was an historic occasion.

However, Sister Catherine’s entire life has
been one of breaking precedent. Born in
Brooklyn, she entered the convent on Sep-
tember 8, 1945, receiving a Masters Degree in
Education from St. John’s University, and ad-
vanced certificates in Administration from both
Hofstra University and the State University of
New York in Plattsburgh.

From 1975 until 1983, Sister Catherine
Moran was the Principal at Albertus Magnus
High School in Bardonia, New York. Albertus
Magnus has long been one of the most pres-
tigious and respected high schools in my Con-
gressional District, and its luster is due in
good part to the outstanding leadership which
Sister afforded during her eight year tenure as
its Principal.

Although she is still affiliated with the Do-
minican Convent in Sparkill, New York, for the
past 14 years Sister has traveled over the bor-
der into New Jersey, where she serves the
New Community Corporation in Newark as
Human Resources director. Her outstanding
service in this capacity earned the attention of

our colleague from New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE),
who sponsored Sister’s participation in our
opening ceremonies today.

Mr. Speaker, I would like all of our col-
leagues to be aware that on October 20th of
this year, Sister Catherine Moran will be the
recipient of the 2000 Founders Award from St.
Thomas Aquinas College in my Congressional
District, in Sparkill, NY. This highly prestigious
award is presented annually to the individual
who has exemplified the motto of St. Thomas
Aquinas College: ‘‘Enlighten the Mind through
Truth.’’

I plan to be on hand at the Aquinas Medal
banquet this year as this truly remarkable
woman is recognized for her compassion and
for her service to humanity.

Mr. Speaker, it is notable that our opening
prayer today was delivered by a truly unique
individual who made history by being here
with us.
f

TRIBUTE TO RAJ SOIN

HON. DAVID L. HOBSON
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 12, 2000

Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to an outstanding Ohioan and an
individual who has helped to show that the
American Dream can become a reality.

Raj Soin came to this country from India in
1969 to attend graduate school. The airline
which brought him to this country lost his lug-
gage and Mr. Soin began his American odys-
sey with $3 and only the clothes he was wear-
ing. Through hard work and determination, he
received his degree and began a career with
Williams International in Michigan.

By 1984, Mr. Soin had created Modern
Technologies Corporation and established it in
Dayton to be near Wright-Patterson Air Force
Base and its extensive military research facili-
ties. As his businesses grew, he never forgot
the importance of family. His wife and sons
have publicly praised his ability to balance his
professional and family commitments.

Mr. Soin is currently president and CEO of
MTC International, a parent company for a
number of high-tech and manufacturing busi-
nesses involving engineering, consulting work
for the military, computer applications and
services, plastic materials and land develop-
ment. Mr. Soin is living proof that America is
still a land of opportunity.

Mr. Soin’s belief that the best investment is
an investment in good people has given him
a vision of excellence and helped him provide
crucial leadership to Wright State University.
Mr. Soin is committed to Wright State’s devel-
opment as a premier institution of higher
learning and he has consistently demonstrated
his ability to help this dream take form.

While building his own successful business
ventures, Raj Soin has served on Wright State
University’s Board of Trustees since 1993 as
well as its Business College Board of Advi-
sors. He also serves on the boards of the Vic-
toria Theatre, the Dayton Foundation, and the
Ohio Business Roundtable. Additionally, he
founded the Asian Indian American Business
Group in 1987 and the Ohio India Project
which raises funds for charitable work.

As a result of his steadfast support, Wright
State University publicly recognized Mr. Soin
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